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STAFF REPORTER

Project aims to raise awareness about local heritage sites

Bringing together the Green Stone Mosque in Arcot, Raja Rani Mandapam at Ranipet and the
Kanjanagiri temple in Lalapet among other historical monuments, the students and teachers
of Vedavalli Vidyalaya Schools have undertaken a project, to highlight the various facets of
heritage sites in Walajapet, Arcot and Ranipet.

As a part of this project, an exhibition titled ‘My town, My pride,’ was inaugurated at the C.P.
Art Centre on Sunday, showcasing paintings, sketches and models on eight sites identified at
these places.
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“We chose Walajapet, Arcot and Ranipet, as these are the areas in which majority of our
students and teachers reside. While we initially identified several monuments, we narrowed it
down to eight sites and the students collected anecdotal as well as factual information about
these sites, from local residents as well as museums and other authentic sources,” said Vidya
Sampath, Dean and Director of Vedavalli Vidyalaya.

“The students immensely enjoyed being a part of this process and also helmed guided tours,
that we had organised to these sites in June. It was a revelation for many, that small towns
could have such rich heritage and we will continue working towards raising awareness about
our local heritage sites,” she said.

Objective understanding

Inaugurating the exhibition, the Prince of Arcot, Nawab Mohammed Abdul Ali said that
history is to be understood in an objective manner and should not be altered or distorted at
any time. “There is an inherent need to preserve the rich history and heritage of our country.
Children especially, need to be educated about the pluralism of our country and how they
should live with peace and harmony,” he noted.

Tracing the history of his ancestors in the State, Mr. Ali recalled the period of Nawab
Muhammad Ali Wallajah of the carnatic and his secular attitute towards non-muslims in the
State. The exhibition will remain open for the public till August 22.

S. Priyanka, a class IX student, said that through the project they learnt the need to protect and
conserve them.




